74       LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
calling on me for troops to take the place of theirs now soon to be discharged.   You will have to send some of your colored
troops'                                            U. S. GRANT, Lt. Gen'l.
From General Butler
Hd. Qrs. Dept. Va. & N. C.. m the Field, Aug. 18, '04, 3.46 P.M.
Capt. McTCm, A. Q. M., BOSTON, MASS.
I AM waiting very anxiously for some shells from Lowell. Have they been forwarded to you? Can they not be forwarded
to me?                     BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Genl Comd'g.
From General Butler
Hd. Qrs. Dept. Va. & N. C., in the Field, Aug. 18, '64, 3.50 P.M.
Lieut. Gen. GRANT, Comd'g. etc., CITY POINT
I AM informed from the lookout at Dutch Gap that a brigade of troops are crossing Cox's Ferry, going east.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'L
From Mrs. Butter to General Butler
LOWELL, August 18ft, 1864
DEAREST: I have your letter of Aug. 16th this evening. And you say you have up to that time but two letters from me written since I reached home. I am quite discouraged at it. I have written you every day since I left the fort. But one exception, while I was travelling between N. York and Lowell. There should be twelve letters now without this. I think the fault is at the Fortress. Crane was here today. I told him you did not get my letters. He said his mail was carefully distributed, and in tune, that on one day when he was there, your clerk took away the letters and dropped several of them in the street. He was in drink and lost them. There may be some trouble of that kind now. Ask Webster to look to it. Crane will go back tomorrow. Fisher will be at the Fortress the first of September, when Florence returns to school. All the wishes I have expressed, my earnest appeals to have you come home even for a few days, are of no avail, you have not received the letters. I am deeply annoyed. No matter how important it may be that I should get a message to you quickly, there is no certainty when it will reach you. I have given half this letter to the subject, and I have no idea when you will get